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Umicore grows its specialty metal chemicals activity in the USA

Effective December 17, 2001, Umicore has acquired certain industrial assets of The Hall Chemical
Company in the state of Alabama. Umicore will commence operations using the assets, with such
operations specialising in the conversion of nickel, cobalt and manganese metal into specialty chemicals
for a wide range of applications. The plant is located in Arab, Alabama in the Southeast US and will be
named Umicore Specialty Chemicals-Arab.

The plant offers Umicore an ideal foothold to service the important North American chemical, catalyst,
plating and electronics industries with metal based specialties in solution and crystal form while the
world wide marketing network of the Umicore Group will promote and sell its products on the export
market. The plant will also specialise in the recycling of spent cobalt-based catalysts from the chemical
industry.

Cobalt, manganese and nickel chemicals play an important role as a catalyst in the petrochemical and the
chemical industry, as an additive in the battery industry, as a corrosion inhibitor in the coating industry
and as a plating chemical in the electronics industry. Those materials affect all aspects of daily life as the
products are ultimately used in polyester resins, plastics, pharmaceuticals, packaging, automobiles,
textile applications and consumer electronics.

With the acquisition of these industrial assets Umicore  strengthens its position in the cobalt- and nickel-
based chemicals business by a further broadening of its product range and by the geographical
diversification of its manufacturing and customer base.

The activities at the Specialty Chemicals facility will be integrated in the Ceramics and Chemicals
Business Line of Umicore Cobalt & Energy Products, taking advantage of the attractive synergies with
Umicore’s existing portfolio of cobalt and nickel chemicals, powders and compounds. It is expected that
within five years the new activity will add at least USD 20 million in sales revenues.
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Umicore is the new name Union Minière adopted on 3 September 2001.

Umicore is an international metals and materials group, which strives to obtain leadership
positions in selected markets. Its activities are centred on 3 main business groups: Copper &

Precious Metals, Zinc and Advanced Materials. To ensure a rapid response to market openings,
each business group is divided into several business units.

The Umicore Group has industrial operations on all continents and serves a global customer base
through an international sales network with offices in more than 25 countries.

The underlying principles of Umicore's strategy across the various business groups are a
commitment to technological innovation, operational excellence, recycling and environmental

responsibility.

The Group generated a turnover of EUR 3.8 billion in 2000. Umicore currently employs some
8,200 people.
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